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Bomb scare evacuates UPD
MUSIAN(. DAIIY StAH Kf.l’OHI
The* Umv'crsity Police Depart­
ment was evacuated after calling 
the bomb squad when a backpack 
was found outside Police (d iie f  Bill 
Watton’s ortice at S:3() a.m. M on­
day.
The bomb squad was called be­
cause U PD  police officers did not 
feel comfortable with the situation, 
Watton said. The bomb squad ini­
tially X-rayed the bag and still did 
not feel comfortable opening it. So, 
a bomb squad robot was sent in to 
open the bag and found a laptop 
and audio visual wires inside the 
backpack.
The road between the police 
station and the C'orporation Ad­
ministration building was closed o ff 
to all vehicles and pedestrians with 
orange cones and police officers 
standing at the entrance to Safety 
Way. A corporation employee said 
they were advised to stand aw.iy 
from windows.
“ Likely what happened was an 
employee just found it and left it 
outside the police office,” Watton 
said.
The backpack was found beyond
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L E T IC IA  R O D R IG U E Z  m u s t a n g  d a il y
Police used a robot to search the backpack after the bomb squad saw 
suspicious wires in an X-ray.
the door meant for authorized per­
sonnel and Watton said it could 
have been there over break when 
he left the office on Wednesd.iy at 
6 p.ni. Watton said the area beyond 
the door is a private area but that it
is not alvv.iys locked. Watton added 
U PD  will try and return the back­
pack to it’s owner.
lu'tidii Ro(iri(>uez ami Tim Miller 
contrihuted to this report.
Library houses winged friends
BatSy Birds and Bees a ll f in d  their way into Robert E. Kennedy Library
Pa ige M alone H ern an d ez
s m  lAL TO  THF MUSTANCi DAILY
You can find birds, bees, bats 
and owls in the pages o f  books at 
the Robert E. Kennedy Library. 
Sometimes, you can also see them 
flapping or buzzing in the stacks.
“ I ’ve caught them in my hand 
before,” Holly Richm ond, mterli- 
brary services assistant, said.
Richm ond has been working 
at the library for 1 3 years, and has 
had to deal with birds on a few  oc­
casions during her career.
Sometimes sparrows, pigeons 
and small black birds get in through 
the second floor o f  the library, be­
cause the trees outside are so close 
to the windows, she said. Birds will 
nest in trees, then fly into the li­
brary where they get stuck.
Birds outside the library gates 
j w ill hop right through the front 
door but most often they are 
. chased out by students or staff, 
R ichm ond said.
Harvey Mushman, San Luis 
Obispo resident, who uses the li­
brary’s computers two to three
times a week, caught a dove on the 
fourth floor in late October.
The bird was trapped and 
Mushman was trying to catch it 
because he didn’t want it to suffer
The owl was 
really sad ... he 
hit his head on 
the window 
and broke his 
beak.
— Holly Richmond 
Intcrlibrarv services assistant
from “ flying into windows.”  After 
a few  seconds, he was able to catch 
the bird and safely release it out o f  
the window.
Business administration gradu­
ate Kirk Story watched Mushman 
and said that the bird was in the 
building for about 45 seconds.
Cienerally, food and warmth 
will draw birds inside the library, 
R ichm ond said. Bees will also 
come into the library because they 
are attracted to sodas.
To deal with the the birds, the 
library has a net. I f  the birds cannot 
be caught, staff w ill call facilities 
services or animal services when 
necessary, R ichm ond said. About 
10 years ago animal services had 
to be called for an owl stuck in 
the atrium.
“ The owl was really sad be­
cause owls can’t fly up, so he hit 
his head on the w indow and broke 
his beak,”  R ichm ond said.
A  bystander joked that the owl 
be taken to the science depart­
ment to be stuffed and displayed, 
R ichm ond said. However, the owl 
was caught by animal services and 
taken to be treated for its injuries.
About five years ago, the library 
had another animal problem when
see Birds, page 2
eSU Trustees gets new 
member and chair
W ill Taylor
MUS LANG DAILY
The C'alifornia State University 
(C’SU) Board ofTrustees appointed 
Herbert Charter board chair after the 
resignation Jeflfey Bleich who was 
named the Ambassador to Australia 
by the Obama .idministration on 
Nov. 18. (lovernor Schwarzeneg­
ger also appointed a new student 
trustee, Cairtis Schlaufinan o f  C'SU 
Fullerton, on Nov. 20.
The Board ofTrustees, which de­
velops policy across the 23-campus 
( ’SU system, appointed ('arter from 
his vice president position, which he 
had held since 2(M)H. He lus been 
part o f the Board since 2(K)4.
(barter has been involved in the 
C’ SU system for 35 years in a varierv' 
o f  administrative positions, accortl- 
ing to a ('S U  press release.
The chair is “ vital in leading the 
other trustees and policy direction 
o f  the entire board,” ( 'S U  spokc*s- 
man Erik Fallis said. He added that 
('arter has been a strong leader al­
ready.
The Board ofTrustees, which is 
composed o f 25 members, executes 
and controls policies across the en­
tire CSU.
“ The trustees would see any 
policy decision fn>m say setting 
the alcohol policy to say the nam­
ing o f  a building from donations to 
formal budget Requests,” Fallís said. 
“ They are really instrumental when 
it comes to all those policies.”
The student trustee position, 
to which Schlaufinan was just ap­
pointed, holds all the same powers 
and privileges as the other trustees 
once they enter their second year 
o f  a two-year term. Student trust­
ee terms are stiggeR*d and Russel 
Statham, a ma.sters student in busi­
ness administration at Fresno State 
University, is now in his voting year 
as the student trustee.
Statham said the vote is just a 
minor part o f  the position.
“ Your vote is a very small com­
ponent o f what it means to be a 
trustee,” he said. “ So many things 
happen outside o f  our meetings.” 
('futside meetings, sitting on 
California State Student Association 
(C'SSA) and shadowing administra­
tion and faculty members are all du­
ties that Statham said he undertakes. 
He said that he is confident that 
Schlaufinan will be a good succes­
sor.
“ (hirtis IS a very thoughtful per­
son and 1 think he’ll do a great job 
representing ( 'S U  students,”  he said. 
“ 1 told him it will be one o f  the most 
challenging positions that he'll hold 
in his life with the budget shortfalls 
that we face.”
Statham said that Bleich picked a 
hard time to leave.
“ It’s obviously quite bittersweet,” 
he said. “ He was an inspiration to a 
lot o f us and w c ’r * e.xcited for him.” 
Bleich, who was a litigation part­
ner at Munger, Tolies & Olson law 
firm in San Francisco from 1995 
thmugh 2(H)9, met Pa'sident (Xiama 
when Bleich was going to H.irvaRl 
University for his masters in public 
policy according to the U.S. Depart­
ment o f  State Web site. He was also 
a contributor to l’rc“sident Obama’s 
2008 pR'sidenti.il campaign.
“ But any time you lose a leader 
there’s going to be an organizational 
adjustment,”  Statham said. “ We have 
a gR’at new chair for our board.”
Cal Poly PRA'ost Robert Koob 
said that it is too early to tell how 
Carter is doing in his new position. 
The policies that the lioard ofTrust­
ees set are broad and an.* guidelines 
under which Cal Poly and the other 
campuses operate, Koob said.
“ The policies effect us day-to- 
day only in the way it sets boundary 
conditions,” he said.“ A gixxl exam-, 
pie is the student fees last summer. 
Their actions matter, but It is not a 
din*ct contact in many ways.”
The next Board ofTrustees meet­
ing is in January.
Under present law there are 25 trustees (24 voting, one non-voting). 
Five Trustees are ex-officio members: the governor, lieutenant governor, 
speaker o f  the as.sembly, state superintendent o f  public instruction and 
the chancellor. The CSU statewide alumni council appoints an alumni 
trustee. The governor appoints a faculty trustee from nominees pro­
posed by the statewide academic senate. The alumni and faculty trustees 
serve for two years. The governor appoints two student trustees from 
nominees proposed by the California State Student Association. These 
student trustees serve, staggered two-year terms. One student trustee 
has full voting powers; the second, non-voting student trustee succeeds 
to the voting position upon the expiration o f  the term o f  the first.The 
sixteen remaining trustees are appointed by the governor, confirmed by 
the State Senate, and serve eight-year terms.
M'ww.imi!titiin|;daily.iiet
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b.its \M‘iv tmiiul riH)stiiUi some- 
where near the building. One bat 
was seen in the library by K ieh-
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inond two to three different times 
in addition to multiple sightings 
by other students and staff.
facilities seryiees was ealled 
seyeral times tor the bat, and onee 
a student yolunteered to eateh it. 
When the bat kept eom ing back 
into the building, animal services 
was finally called.They were able 
to catch the bat, and release it 
away from campus grounds.
t'fccasionally, students will 
complain to library staff when a 
bird err other animal gets into the 
building because it is distracting 
when they are doing their work.
Leaying the library windows 
closed would make the situa­
tion worse o f f  for all students and 
staff, because there would be no 
ventilation in the building.
The library was originally de­
signed for air conditioning, scr 
screens were not placed on the 
windenv. llcnvever, no air cem- 
ditioning was installed so the 
windows must stay open. I he ab­
sence o f  screens allow s birds and 
other animals to get into the li­
brary where students and staff are 
hard at weirk.
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Rising debt threatens to derail 
Congress on just about eve rything
D avid  L ightm an
Ml r i  A U  HY ,M UM’AI'I kS
W ASniNC rO N  —  The Sen- 
,itc began a debate Monday over 
the future o f  health eare in America 
that’s likely to go on for weeks, but 
behind the scenes, lawmakers are 
struggling to resolve an even more 
explosive issue: how to pay for all 
their ideas.
federal budget deficits remain at 
record highs. The national debt is 
S I2.1 trillion; Chmgress must vote 
soon to let it go higher, or else the 
Treasury won’t be able to issue new 
debt. President Barack Obama is 
expected to announce T\iesd,iy a 
plan to send an additional 30,000 
to 35,000 American troops to A f­
ghanistan, which will require more 
spending.
Despite the Obama administra­
tion’s promise o f  a new' era o f  fiscal 
responsibility, seven o f  the 12 major 
appropriations bills that set federal 
spending —  inehiding those that 
govern the budgets o f  the 1 >epart- 
nients o f  Defense, Health and Hu­
man Services and Transportation —  
still haven’t passed (hmgress.
Those agencies h.ive been oper­
ating since O ft. 1 on stopgap reso­
lutions; the next one expires Dec. 
1 « .
Add to this the SH4S billion 10- 
year cost o f  the Senate health care 
proposal, and it appears that “ it’s all 
starting to come crashing down m 
one big pieee,’’ said M.iya MaeCiuin- 
eas.the president o f  the Committee 
for a Responsible federal Budget,.! 
Washington watchdog group.
Moderates and conservatives 
are urging the creation o f  a eom- 
mission to study and- recommend 
defu it-ciittmg Strategies, and piih- 
lie support is strong. A survey Nov. 
1()-1S o f  700 registered voters 
eommissioned by the I’eter C. I’e- 
terson foundation, a fiscal watch- 
dog group, found that 00 percent 
said Washington otfieials weren’t 
p.iying enough attention to budget 
issues, up I < I perc entage points from 
l ebruary, and 7o percent favored a 
bipartisan eommission to tac kle tlie 
deficit and debt problems.
"Th e  bottom line is that the 
American electorate is w.iy ahead 
o f  Washington policymakers," said 
I ).ivid Walker, the foundation’s
president and chief e.xecutive o f­
ficer.
A bipartisan group o f  a dozen 
senators wants to attach an amend­
ment that wcYuld create such a 
commission to the hill to raise the 
federal debt ceiling above $12.1 
trillion, expected in mid-to late 
I )ecember.
Separately, Senate Budget Chmi- 
mittee Chairman Kent Conrad, D- 
N.D., and Sen. Judd Cregg o f  N ew  
flampshire, the panel’s top R e ­
publican, have proposed creating a 
deficit reduction task force that 
includes congressional and admin­
istration officials. Congress could 
be recpiired to vote ciiiickly on its 
proposals, amendments probably 
wouldn’t be allowed and it would 
take a three-fifths majority to win 
approval, virtually recjuiriiig bipar­
tisan support.
Reid is talking to colleagues 
about the idea, hut it has a form i­
dable opponent: House Speaker 
Nancy IVlosi, 1)-C!alif., who thinks 
that the existing process is adeejuate 
to address suc h issues.
T here are few politically v i­
able fiscal alternatives left, said 
Isabel S.m'liill, a senior fellow in 
economic studies at Washington’s 
Brookings Institution, a center-left 
research center.
“ W ere not going to be able 
to raise taxes; the president has all 
but taken that o tf the table," she 
said. “ Social Security would be 
very tough to take on, and defense 
spending is going up, not down."
Unless some sort o f  new bud­
get process is created. Sawhill said, 
legislation to raise the federal limit 
could he imperiled, Obama could 
find a rough fight over Afghanistan 
funding, and the already shaky sta­
tus o f  health care legislation could 
get e\ en more wobbly.
T he health care legislation is de­
signed to p.iy for itself The Senate 
bill would impose a 40 percent ex­
cise tax on high-cost health insur­
ance polic ies and inc rease the M edi­
care p.iyroll tax, now 1.45 percent, 
by 0.5 percentage point on single 
people with wages o f  more than 
$200,000 annually and joint filers 
w ho earn more than $250.000.
1 lie health bill that the I louse o f  
Representatives passed would im­
pose a 5.4 percent ineonie tax sur-
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Voters’ priorities
The economy and government 
spending ranked highest among 
voter concerns in a recent survey.
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• Getting economy, 
jobs back on track
Top/high
priority
193%
• Dealing with growing budget 
deficit, national debt 
■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ I H B a i  80%
• Dealing with wars 
in Afghanistan, Iraq
• Improving 
public schools
• Dealing with countries 
unfriendly to U.S,
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56%
• Cutting taxes 
for middle class
51%
• Dealing with 
global warming
Voters who 
feel strongly
that leaders 
are not paying 
enough attention 
to our federal 
budget problems
ffi 2009 MCT
Source 
Peter G. Peterson 
Foundation pioll 
of 700 adulls, 
Nov. 16-18. 2009;
margin of error 
*/-3 7 percentage 
points
Feb.
2009
Nov.
2009
Graphic; Lee Hulteng
The
Ü il
’ Send youi 
500 words 0i
.with your year and major to
mustang^Uyopinions@gtnaU.cdm
ch.irge on adjusted gross iiiconies 
o f  more than $5(10,(Mil) for singles 
and $1 million for joint filers.
The money from tliose initia­
tives is supposed to go toward mak­
ing health care more affordable, 
however, not reducing the budget 
deficit. The nonpartisan Congres- 
• sional Budget Otfiee estimates that 
the fiscal 2010 deficit should be 
nearly the same as last year’s record 
$1.4 trillion.
Senate Majority l.eader I lar- 
ry Reid. D -Nev., told colleagues 
Monday that tliey’re in for a long, 
hard fight on health care as debate 
formally opened. “ Let’s disc uss the 
specifics o f  this bill, not the w liis- 
pers and wild rumors." he urged. 
“ While we will disagree at times, 
let us at least agree doing notliing 
is not an option.”
“ This has to be done in a w.iy 
that’s fiscally responsible.” Sen. By­
ron Dorgan, D -N .l)., said o f  the 
health care bill. “ It has to be done 
in a w'.iy that is effective.
“ If not. there ought not to be 
legislation passed, in my judg­
ment.”
Tuesday, December 1,2009
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Obama faces high stakes in new Afghan policy
Steven T h o m n ia  and N an cy  A . years o f  blood and treasure already war in Afghanistan —  and how he ordered into effect at 5 p.in. KST the U.S. Military Academy at West
Youssef spent and perhaps his presidency hopes his risky decision will lead Sunday in the Ov'al O ffice —  are Point, N.Y.
M c c i ATCHY NKwsPAPKKs hanging in the balance, President finally to a path home for U.S. enormous, and the challenges o f  Perhaps his toughest task will be
Barack Obama will tell the world forces. making it work are daunting. He'll
W A S H lN C iT O N — With eight Tuesday how he will escalate the 1 he stakes of his decision —  speak at H p.ni. hS 1 luesday from see Policy, page 5
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WORD ON THE STREET
“Now that PolyRatings has been 
relaunched as CalPolyRatings, 
will you use it?”
"Definitely, it's good to get 
back on there and see how 
good my professors are for 
next quarter,”
-Vinay Clauson, mechanical 
engineering senbr
“I tried to use it in the past but 
it wasn’t  working. It's helpful 
but only if everyone uses it.”
-Heather Wilson, industriai en- 
gjineering freshman
"Yeah, I used to use it in the 
past and was sad when it 
was down when I needed to 
take my last GE. I only have 
one quarter left so I'm already 
set.”
-Andy Sofranko, mechanical 
engineering senior
"Probably not. I’m a fifth year. I 
don’t really use It anymore."
-Daniella Castro, architectural 
engineering senior
“I'd like to get statistics and 
opinions. I use myedu.com 
and it gets you the real infor­
mation.”
-Jason Stine, liberal arts and 
engineering junior
Policy
continued from page . i
b.ilaiuing his [-»Ian to send 3<M)()() 
to .Vt .doo nion.’ AmcTiL.m troops 
witli talk of now hciuhni.irks for 
siK'Ooss and the stronp; siiiiial that 
U.S. troops will turn over Afghani­
stan’s soonrity to At'gh.ui fort es ami 
get out.
1 I IS expeeted talk on the eiul of 
the war is meant to spark Afghans 
to t.ike eharge of their own eoiintry 
- .iiui to soothe anti-war l)en io - 
erats here. Yet it also eoiild suggest 
to the enemies that all they have to 
do is wait out an impatient United 
States, and to Pakistan, Iran, India 
and others that the U.S. lacks the 
stomach for a protracted battle.
Heyond that, he has to explain 
how his new plan can rtiot out the 
lalibamdeny al-Cyiida and its allies 
a sanctuary, straighten out a cor­
rupt Afghan government so that 
people h.ive an alternative to the 
r.iliban and get neighboring Paki­
stan to fight terrorists who have 
ried there.
lie  also has to do it all while 
making sure that the tinderbox 
region isn't further inflamed by a 
belligerent Iran ilefiantly ramping 
up nuclear plans, a resurgence o f  
ethnic and religious violence m 
lnu| or a growing Islamist insur­
gency in nuclear-armed Pakistan.
“ It’s prob.ibK the most nnpor- 
t.mt decision m his career," s.nd 
K.irin Von llippel, ,i schol.it ,it 
the (A 'liter for Str.itegic .iiul In­
tern.ition.il Studies, . 1 center-right 
rese.irch center m Washington.
I here ,ire so m.mv moving p.irts 
th.it need to be .ihgned. ...I think 
we c.m ilo It, but it's ,i huge ch.il- 
lenge.’’
(.fb.mi.i on Sund.is summoned 
the members o f  his top imht.irs 
.md setiirity team to the W'hite 
Mouse to give them the fin.il go- 
.ihe.id on his plan. As ,Mc( latchy 
Newsp.ipers first reported on Nov. 
7, it wouk) bolster the current 
f)S,()()() U.S. troops in .Afghanist.m 
with another 3n,(i(i() to .VS.liOO. 
to be deployed starting early next 
year.
After meeting with top o ffi­
cials from the Pentagon and White 
Mouse st.iff, Ob.ima spoke with 
Army (¡en. St.mley McUhryst.il 
later Sund.iy evening via telecon­
ference from the Wdiite Mouse Sit­
uation Koom . It was McCihrystal. 
the top commander m Afghanistan, 
w ho requested additional troops to 
institute a new counterinsurgency 
str.itegy that would fight the lali- 
b.in while shoring up the Afghan 
gowrnm ent and Afghan forces.
As part o f  that, Ufb.ima w ill an­
nounce a planned expansion o f  the 
Afghan army to 240,(1(10 and the 
.Afghan police to I f i O . O O O  by O c ­
tober 201 .V
“Yes, absolutely. It’s just helpful 
to know what kind of profes­
sors I have. I'm worried there 
won’t be as much information 
though."
-Jeoffrey Thomas, landscape 
architecture senior
COMPILED AND PHOTOGRAPHED BY JENNIFER TITCOMB
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Decades...... . . . .... ...
Decades Liquidation 
Decades Sale
| . .  ;.r
785 Higuera Street 805-546 0901
982 Monterey St. 
in Downtown SLO 
805 -594-1220
(next to BooBoo Records) 
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm 
www.humankindsio.org
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C  h  d  V  e  s  o r n e  L h  i n  g  L o  s a  y  ?
■■■ i jr m ■ w f ia y •"■■■ I y ;
CrdZy JsyS  Downtown SLO
ARTS a  ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR: CASSANDRA KEYSE
a a s a iD a ia i ig a s Q n in i )
Why you broke up 
last week: Case study 
of the “turkey drop”
n  ¡ s c ' L \ I  M U R : Ana (loir is Imscd 
not on niy pcrsoihil axpcricna's, hnl i Iiom' 
of friniils. So don't hliiinc n ic ...
rii.mksiiiviiig bivak is . 1 tr.kli- 
tion.il tinu- ot li.iin ttir (.killcgc stu­
dents —  in weight, sleep or both. 
I low ever, for fresliiiieii .iiul tr.iiisters. 
It's . 1 tr.ulitioii.il tune ot loss ,is well. 
1 )nrnig this festive time ot ye.ir. . 1
high luiinher o f  bre.iknps oeenr be­
tween these students .iiul their sig- 
nitie.int others b.uk home. Urb.m 
I )ietion.iry e.ills this phenomenon 
the "turkey drop." Ikisie.illy. college 
turns . 1 1 1  ordin.iry rel.itionship into a 
two-.md-.i-half-nionth time bomb, 
w hu h few I iniples are .ible to dit-
sec l urkcv, page 8
1
S. Perimeter Bd. a Grand Awe. )
December 7 - 1 1 *  9:30am - 5:00pm
Campus Market Tent
December 7 - 1 1 «  8:30am - 4:30pm
Dexter lawn Tent
December 7 - 1 1 *  9:00am - 4:00pm
Mt. Bishnp Read Drive-Thru
December 7 - 1 1 *  10:00am - 5:00pm
S EU  YOUR BOOKS
and receive a coupon to | | f| *
get a $10 T-shirt for only v Q " V U
‘ see store for details
In Front of El Corral Bookstore
December 3 • 7:45am - 6:00pm 
December 4 • 7:45am - 4:30pm 
December 5 • 11:00am - 4:00pm 
December 7 - 11 • 7:45am - 6:00pm 
December 12 • 8:00am - 4:00pm
W s S s O  El Co rra l  
m an^ S t Bookstore
W W W . e f c a r r a l b o o k s t o r e  .c o m
Phone:(805) 756-1171
10% BONUS
Deposit your buyback cash into 
Campus Express &  receive an extra 10% 
Cat Poly ID Required for Buyback
Tuesday, December 1 ,200‘>
www.miistangdaily.net
Arts editor: C i^s'.aiidr.i Ke\se 
MusiANt; D/MIY m ustan^dailyarts(« gm ail.comi Aio^ S
Nontraditional documentary 
delves into the realm of true love
l ()l RI I SY PMOIO
Michael C'.era and Cdiarlyiic Yi star in “Paper Heart,” a documentary about whether true love really exists.
Kick Bentley
\U . 1 M l in M VISPM'I KS
CT)nnmr luosda\ on l)\ 'l) is 
“ l^ l|H‘r I Ic.irt," a "hybrid dot. iiiiicn- 
t.ir\" th.it tc.itiircs iv.il interviews 
witli people t.ilkine .ihout whetlier 
love exists mixed with .i tietion.il 
storvliiie .iboiit lo\e skeptu (ih.ir- 
Kiie \’i t.illiiii' tor .letin Mieh.iel 
ei M.
I he project st.irted otF.is .m ide.i 
trom Yi, sp.irked by eonvers.itioiis 
\v ith her older trieiids, to nuke .1 
tr.iditioii.il (.loeiiiiieiit.iry. 1 he cjiies- 
tions she h.id .iboiit love h.id more 
to do with how . 1 person knows 
w hen they h.ive tbund true love .md 
w hether di\ oree me.itis there iiewr 
w.is true lo\e 1 1 1  the rel.itiotislnp. 
Once Yi st.irted t.ilkmg with 
tilmm.iker Niehol.is |.isenovee
.ibout the project, he suggested ‘><1 
inmutes ot' people t.ilking .ibout 
love might not be too interesting. 
It w.is his ide.i tor theYi-C\‘r.i sto- 
rvhne to serve .is . 1 1 1  .irc to hold to­
gether the interviews.
“ People keep .iskiiig me it'this is 
ni\ showcase. 1 never wanted to be 
on screen." says Yi. w ho reluctantlv
see Love, page 8
pk ;h« re /op
“Curiosity”
ISIG DAILY'S
Holiday Meals & Pies
Prepared Holiday Foods • Pick up or Delivery
Circle the winner 
of each game
r
Sampling 
& Pie Raffle
Tues, Dec 1 
11am-2pm
(
Comiatryour V  ^
roastec  ^turkey, ^ 
cornbread stuffing, 
sweet potatoes, 
pies & monel
Stop by, sample good food & enter to win a free hoiiday piel 
www.caipolycorporation«org/hoiidays • (805) 756-1959
~  •  B
MONDAY NIGHT R a v e n s  @ P a c k e r s  t ie b r e a k  g a m e
Score
Name
Number
Email
One entry' p e r  p e r s o n .  Must subm i t  b\ t r  . Fn-J. 
;■ t h e  Mustang  Dai'v n ew^roon -  ■26-2.- r
Sponsored By:
a g y n a
The best record 
wins a $25 gift 
certificate!
Neighborhood 
Restaurant & Sports Bar
805.547.1485
11 i60 Lus Osos Valli , Road 
in the Layuna Shopping  ^ juier
w  w  w .  m  LJ S t s  m  g  d  3  i I y .  n  e t  
A l w s y s  i n  c ;< p lo
8Love
www.imistangdaily.net
continued front page 7
agreed to ho on soivcii attor some 
(.onviiu ing by the direc tor.
riio Los Angolos natiw has had 
small parts in lilms hko “ Scm i-I’ro" 
and ■ Knocked Lip." Most ot her 
career has been on stage. She per- 
t'orined in the N ew  York Chnnedy 
I estival and M BO ’s U.S. C'omedy 
Arts bestival in Aspen.
Interviewing was a new job  for
her. .Mrhoiigh some ot her subjects 
met with a casting director before 
Yi and her crew rolled into cities 
like Nashville, Lubbock and Okla­
homa (aty, all o f  the responses were 
geiunne.
"1 wanted to treat them with 
respect because they trusted me. I 
can't believe they invited me into 
their homes. 1 didn't want to do 
something like 'Borat,'”  Y i s,iys re­
ferring to the ambush style ot in­
terviews for films by Sacha Baron 
(Yihen.
M ustan(; D aily
: A rts :
Tuesday, December 1,2009
Yi was not familiar with C'era 
before the film.
She watched episodes o f  his T V  
series “ Arrested Development" and 
thought Llera was a good choice tor 
the film because o f  his improvisa- 
tional skills and willingness “ not to 
get paid really wt‘11.”
The film might not make her 
rich, but “ Paper Heart” did teach Y i 
a lesson about love.
“ N o  matter what happens,” she 
s,iys, “ you will always h,tve those 
good memories o f  being together.”
^HI^RING IS C P iR l^ i
I h i s . ^ o r t i  <§>
u i  u f  u i  •  m  u  ^  I  C l i v 9  c l  C l i  I  y  •  n  o  I
(Hey, it’ll give you something to talk to Mom about.)
Turkey
continued front page 6 
fuse.
I or example, let's pretend I had 
a boyfriend in high school. We'd 
gotten together m M,iy or so and 
had been absolutely happy ever 
since. We realize that we're going to 
separate colleges, but neither o f  us 
abandons our choice to tollmv the 
other (u Inch is an even worse idea). 
We know that maintaining the rela­
tionship will be hard, and promise 
to call each other every night as we
s.iy our tearful farewells at the air­
port. We part knowing that our love 
is strong and pure and will see us 
through this separation.
Along comes Week ot Welcome. 
Thrust into a group o f  15 strangers, 
it's dirticult not to meet new people. 
1 meet even more people the next 
week —  in classes, in my dorm, at 
the dining hall ... wherever. 1 like 
talking to some o f  these people, and 
we do other things together. SikI- 
denly, 1 have friends and we have 
fun together. 1 tell my boyfriend 
about all o f  this, and listen to stories 
o f  his new friends.We know that we
Dead Week SPECIAL
Regular Burrito 
Chicken, Beef, or Pork
with .ill the fixings
Chips & Salsa w/soda
$ 5, (Save $3.00)
can't just be hermits in love, but it’s 
hard to make time for both friends 
and one another. His friends think 
he talks to me too often; my friends 
think my boyfriend sounds like a 
loser. We h.ive less and less in com­
mon, as we h,ive different nujors. 
(kills become less frecjuent.We start 
wondering what the other is doing.
One night, 1 go to a party and 
have what he sees as a little too 
much fun. A picture on Facebook 
shows a guy with his hand on my 
shoulder. My boyfriend wants to 
know who he is. I le ’s just a friend, 
and I s,iy so, but he doesn’t believe 
me. Although I’m not cheating 
on him, the idea is looking more 
and more attractive, what with the 
abundance o f  new men all around. 
W h o ’s to s.iy that they wouldn't be 
better boyfriends since I h.ive never 
given them a chance? Did I decide 
on my one true love too soon? Es­
pecially since we don’t trust each 
other anymore, it can’t be healthy, 
right? And who needs all this drama 
when I h.ive school to worry about? 
1 start to consider a breakup.
But why Fhanksgiving break?
liecause I’m not a dick and I want 
to do it right and break up in per­
son, that’s why. For most students. 
Thanksgiving is the first oppor­
tunity to return home since Sep­
tember, which theoretically would 
mean a h.ippy reunion o f  the love­
birds. Flappy reunions that quickly 
shatter into breakups. Even i f  the 
breakup isn’t premeditated, the 
contact could backfire. If-you think 
that one date can somehow fix your 
problems, than prepare to be sorely 
disappointed. Besides being awk­
ward because o f  the long separation, 
the reunion could reveal how much 
a couple has changed, or how little 
magic is still there.
Fhankfully, recent freshmen are 
less luive. It is common knowledge 
that distance can kill a relationship, 
and many couples are opting to 
break up before it has the oppor­
tunity. The possibility o f  a preemp­
tive breakup can prompt the claim 
that you are the one-in-a-million 
couple who can make it work. Are 
you, though? Well, in my opinion, 
this one-in-a-niillion couple would 
absolutelv need to h.ive:
1. A strong relationship before 
school starts (at least four months 
solid)
2. Trust in each other
3. Independent social lives
4. (iood  comniiinication
5. CTmtact at least once a week, 
preferably daily (via phone, IM , Fa- 
cebook etc.)
6. Face-to-face contact as much 
as possible, preferably once a month 
(video chat doesn’t count)
7. Sex, through any o f  the con­
tact media.
I f  you made it through the break 
with your significant other still o f­
ficially yours, then congratulations. 
I f  you just suffered a breakup, then 
condolences. And if  you are .ibout 
to go o ff to school and start a long­
distance relationship, than I wish 
you the best o f  luck. We all hope 
that love will win out, and a love 
that can outkist the rigors o f  a long­
distance relationship is a love I wish 
everyone had.
Antihviy Rust is a biology Junior, 
liuniiug tjuestious lUui bright iiicas may 
be e-mailed to arust(a/alpoly.edu
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Editor in chief: L inilie Lgger 
Managing Editor: Alex Kacik mustangdailyCa gmail.com
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Americans still have plenty
to be thankful for
In the spirit of I ’lianksgiving, I’d 
like to take this opportunity to tdens 
on what’s riitht with t>ur country. In 
iny t'ainily,ciurinit'rhanksgivinsj; din­
ner we tto around the table and say 
what we’re thanktul tor. So rather 
than c ritic]ue things or express what 
I’d like to see in the ttiture, 1 want to 
focus on the things that I’m proud 
ot and thanktul tor right now.
I’m thanktul tor our media. 
Whether you like getting your news 
from the television, newspaper, radio 
or the Internet, we h,tve cjuite the 
abundance o f  choices in the United 
States.Thank goodness we don’t live 
behind the great firewall o f  Cdiina 
or have the system the Iranians do 
where the government has blocked 
sites like YouTube, Iw itter and Fa- 
cebook in the past. It’s very easy tea 
take for granted all the information 
we have access to since there’s so 
much information out there that we 
can easily get our hands on. Fiven 
the fact that you can go into the 
school library and pick up a copy 
from a newspaper from a country 
on the other side o f  the world as us 
really goes to show you that we do 
have a lot o f  freedom when it comes 
to the press and media.
I’m thankful for our C^onstitu- 
tion. The more I learn about the 
(h)tistitution the more I come to 
appreciate it and what it set out for 
our country. It describes core rights 
that we have that are essential for 
our freedom and well being. These 
rights are not alw.iys respected as 
they should be, but we can alw.iys 
point back to the C'onstitution as 
the supreme law o f  the land and re- 
niind people o f  our rights as both 
human beings and Americans. It was 
written so the people could be the 
masters o f  it, and as such it’s relatively 
easy to understand (even without a
v\eb®
law degree) and it’s not too lengthy. 
The Chmstitution in my eyes is one 
o f  the most powerful and important 
documents ever written.
I’m thankful for our judicial sys­
tem. I know it’s not perfect but over­
all I’m very happy with it.The idea 
that we are judged by our peers is 
a powert'ul concept. In a world 
where public 
o lit rage  
is easily 
fo r m e d ,  
it’s reassur­
ing to see 
that usu- 
a l l y
cooler heads prevail and arguments 
are heard m a court o f  law. The rule 
o f  law is a great thing and without 
it life would be very unstable and 
much more ditlicult for all o f  us.
I’m thankful for all the land that 
makes up the United States; what a 
diversity o f  terrain we have from 
Alaska down to Florida. Even 
in San Luis Obispo you can go 
d o w n - town for a more 
urban setting 
or you can 
iiead just 
a few 
miles to 
where
What about the fact that there’s 
a bomb squad truck on campus 
right now, between the CYirpora- 
tion building and the Police D e­
partment. Wouldn’t this be a good 
time to use the alert system?
— T ara
In response to " H L O G : linieraency 
Alert System isn't used”
The e-mail notification, 
which took roughly 18 hours to 
get out, clearly stated that “ He 
(Ryan Soqui) may be in the San 
Luis C')bispo area’’ and the subject 
line was “ O im e  Alert —  Tim ely 
Warning,’’ which doesn’t seem to
be consistent with C 'hief Watton’s 
statement. For the police to take 
so long to get information out to 
the public IS ludicrous.
“ I f  It’s reasonably determined 
that they are not in the area, then 
we will wait to tell students about 
the crime.”  -C h ie f Watton
W hy wait? I f  you’re going to 
tell us about an armed and dan­
gerous parolee, why not just do it 
immediately? What is gained by 
sitting on the information?
I ootliill Hlvd. meets Los ( )sos V.il- 
le\ Road and it’s like you’re in a 
totally dirterent setting w ith all the 
open kind. We have a lot o f  great 
nation.tl parks in addition to access 
to two oceans ,md many terrific 
lakes in between.
I’m thankful for our innova­
tive spirit. In a country where 
refrigeration, motorcycles, jeans, 
airplanes, supermarkets, masking 
tape, chemotherapy, transistors, de­
fibrillators, cable television, credit 
cards, barcodes, the polio vaccine 
and even spandex were created, 
you have to see that we’re a pretty 
innovative country. These innova­
tions are beneficial to literally bil­
lions o f  people around the world 
and help improve our quality o f  
life. I can only imagine what we’ ll 
invent in the future that will fur­
ther improve our lives.
Last but not least, I’m thank­
ful for my greater family that is 
the American public. I think we 
h.ive some o f  the brightest, kind­
est and resourceful minds among 
us.The other day it dawned on me 
how diverse we all are and yet how 
well we get along. I saw a Lambo­
rghini and an old clunker on the 
same stretch o f  road, and I’m sure 
the owners live very ditl'erent lives, 
yet they both call the United States 
home and can share the same road 
together. We are indeed a great 
melting pot o f  cultures, ethnicities, 
religions and philosophies. I h.ive 
a great deal o f  confidence in our 
future because o f  the strength o f 
the people that make the up the 
United States.
Aaron lierk is a computer en\^ ineer- 
inif junior and Mustat^ IXtily political 
columnist.
— A aro n
In response to " l iL O C i: Hmerijency 
.Alert System isn ’t used"
\ ' ( Ï I T :T h e  .Mustang Daily features 
select comments that are written in 
response to articles posted online. 
I  hougli not all the responses are print­
ed, the Mustang Daily prints com­
ments that are coherent and foster in­
telligent discussion on a given subject.
iékrb'fùt/ihri
‘7 Please include your 
name, year and 
major!
Send your letter, in 250 words or less, to mustangdailyopinions@gmail.com. Or submit it at mustangdaily.com
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nie Murawsk)
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joe MerLel
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write a letter
Mustang Daily reserves the right 
to edit letters for grammar; profanities 
and length. Letters, commentanes and 
cartoons do not represent the views of 
the Mustang Daily. Please limit length to  
250 words. Letters should include the 
writer's full name, phone number; major 
and class standing. Letters must come 
from a Cal Fbly e-mail account D o not 
send letters as an attachment Please 
send the text in the body of the e-mail. 
By e-m ail:
mustangdailyopinions@gmail.com
By m ail:
l.etters to  the Editor
Building 26, Room 226
a i  Pbly.SLO,CA 93407
Online:
mustangdaily.net/letters
corrections
The Mustang Daily staff takes pnde in 
publishing a daily newspaper for the Cal 
Fbly campus and the neighboring com­
munity. W e appreciate your readership 
and are thankful for your careful reading. 
Please serxJ your correction su^estions 
to m ustangdaily@ gm ail.com .
notices
The Mustang Daily is a "designated 
public forum," Student editors have full 
authority to  make all content decisions 
without censorship or advance ap­
proval.
The Mustang Daily is a free newspa­
per; however, the removal o f more than 
one copy o f the paper per day is sub­
ject to  a cost o f 50 cents per issue.
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"But you've ¡^ t  three feet o f attitude on us."
Help Wanted
Like btH)ks? Like people? Outlet 
biH)kstore seeks reliable 1*T sales 
asscK'. Must have wide knowledge 
ot b(H)ks/authors/retail sales -t-/or 
supervisory experience. Apply at 
D. W. Pages/ Crown B(X)ks Pismo 
Beach Prime Outlets ste.l 10. 
No iPhone calls.
Laptop Repair 
wwv\ .laptoprepair.com 
Student Discount 
Fast Turnaround 
(818)973-1066
Earn Extra Money 
Students needed ASAP 
Earn up to $150 per day being a 
mystery shopper 
No Experience Required 
Call 1-800-722-4791
Help Wanted
NEED Graduation Tickets 
for Dec 12,1 p.m. ceremony. 
Please call
(805)886-8884 or email at 
sierra.e.davis^'gmail.com to 
discuss
For Sale
To book flights, cruises, hotel and 
car rentals at competitive prices, 
please visit:
ww'w.theticketpavilion.com.
1996 BMCW M3 113kmi 
mtxls: coilovers, brake kit, ex­
haust, $8,999 
(805)704-3311
UHUSUAk
For Sale
Free last o f Houses and Condos 
For Sale in SLO. Call for info on 
Federal Credits & Buy ing at Bot­
tom o f Market.
Nelson Real Estate (805) 546-1990
Lost and Found
IPOD found in Business 
Building Room 112! 
Email rvvasilco@calpoly.edu to 
describe and claim your ipod. 
(530)368-1951
Events
SLO night writers holiday party, 
Dec. 8th, 7p.m., 4 1(K) Vachell Lane 
with refreshments and entertain­
ment among fellow writers 
contact:
slonightwriters@gmail .com
Announcements
“WHO IS THE W ILD  CAT?” 
We DESERVE answers! Email: 
vvhoisthewildcat@yahoo.com. 
Serious Inquires ONLY.
' You've been poked by
The Mustang Daily
Poke them back at
www.mustangdaily.net
Hey, weVe got a real news feed loo
U lt i
m
mtm
sell your for FREE!
Mustang ssifieds. ermail us at mustangdailyclassifieds@g
YOGURTcreations
m WO r.
YOUR FAVORITE FLAVOR
TEXT NOTIFICATION
Sign  u p  @  w w w .iio veyo g u f tCK i,^ tions co m
alw a ys  f r e s h  a lw a v s  th e . b e s t
A wise serson gets shifts 
yrinted at J.CarroH
OOH! LOOK 
THAT (SIRL!
SHE’S SOOOO 
MY TYPE
OH, 
REALLY?
1/SO TALL, BEAUTIFUL,' 
BLONDE filRLS ARE 
|\  ^ Y00£ TYPE
Across
I Mountains
6 “Shall I compare 
thee to a 
summer's day?" 
has five of these
I I  “Spare” thing at 
a barbecue
14 Eskimo
15 Instrument 
played with a 
bow
16 Gate guess; 
Abbr.
17 Solid with four 
triangular faces
19 Scoundrel
20 Lone Star 
Stater's northern 
neighbor
21 Unnamed 
person
23 Part of a word: 
Abbr
25 Chief of staff in 
the Obama 
White House
28 Alternative to an 
iron, in golf
30 Sword fight, e g,
31 Midway between 
sober and drunk
32 “D ies___"
(hymn)
33 Seat where 
people may sing 
32-Across
34 Knee's place
35 Start of the Bible
37 Post-W W II
demographic,
informally
41 Bit of wordplay
42 Boar’s mate
43 X. y and z ,  in 
math
44 Commercial 
writers
47 1958 sci-fi 
classic, with 
"The”
48 Population fig,,
eg
49 High muck-a- 
muck
52 Lifesaving team, 
for short
53 Most difficult
54 Loretta who 
sang “Don't 
Come Home A' 
Dunkin' (With 
Lovin' on Your 
Mind)"
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
R 0 L f E A S S N■ s A C K
0 P E R A S H 0 0 1AU R A
M A X E S F 0 X M U L D E R
A L L E Y C A T A L T I M A
U B 0 L I T H A S B El E N
L A T 1 N 1 A 1 M T 0
A C H E F A L L E X T R A
P R 0 X F A C T 0 R E E L
P E R 0 T H 0 S T E X G 1
N E M E A H E A R 0 F
56 Cobbler s tool
57 Shoufer of this 
puzzle's circled 
sounds
62 “Didn't I tell 
you?"
63 John Lennon's 
“Instant . .
64 Explosive
65 Word repeated 
after “If at first 
you don't 
succeed"
66 Bird of prey’s dip
67 Previously, in 
poetry
Down
1 Quarry
2 Suffix with propyl
3 Help in buying a 
car
4 Captain for 
Spock and 
McCoy
5 Series ot steps 
between floors
6 “___been there”
7 Reinforcements
8 Tiny bit to eat
9 Flower
to Redwood City's 
county
11 Win back, as 
losses
12 Online music 
mart
13 By a hair
18 First thing
usually hit by a 
bowling ball
22 Riddles
23 Big swallow
24 Days o f___
26 Colors
27 Kitten's plaint
29 Part of a pool for
diving
45 46
5« 54
5?
4c
6(1
Puzzl* by Chuck O«od«n*
34 Like an offer 
that’s under 
actual value
36 Places for 
fanning
37 Idiot
38 Reach as far as
39 500 sheets
40 Old trans- 
Atlanfic 
speedsters
42 Driver’s caution 
to reduce speed
44 Shocked
45 Bureau part
46 Jacob whose 
ghost appears to 
Scrooge
47 Fernando___,
painter of plump 
figures
50 “Nonsense!"
51 Carrion 
consumer
55 Innocent
58 Popular music 
style
59 Popular music 
style
60 Go wrong
p i ____ V. Wade
For answers, call 1-900-285-5656. $1 49 a minute; or, with a credit 
card. 1-800-814-5554
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday 
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS 
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit 
nyfimes com/mobilexword for more information 
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39 95 a year).
Share tips: nyttmes.com/wordplay
Crosswords for young solvers' n^ i^mes com/leaming/xwords.
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continued from page 12
Davis and \vidcH)ut Michael (T ab - 
tree, had gone to the 49ers coaches 
and lobbied to open up the offense 
a little more, use the spread (or- 
ination more often and not be as 
run-focused.
Much to the lobbyists’ surprise, 
the 49ers coaches didn’t kick them 
out o f  the lobby. Davis said that 
when the offensive game plan was 
presented to the team Wednesday 
morning, this was his reaction: “ I 
smiled.”
The plan, you see, called for the 
49ers to be more wide open, right 
out of the gate. Smith passed on 
five o f  the first six plays, three o f  
them from the shotgun formation. 
The drive led to only a field goal. 
'I'he tone was set, though. In the 
first half alone. Smith attempted 29 
passes and completed IS, both ca­
reer highs. Just as planned.
“ But,”  Smith said, “ you still 
don’t always know what it’s go­
ing to look like come game day, 
how things are going to unravel. 1 
thought we did a good job  today, 
top to bottom ...
“ 1 still think we still left a lot 
out there.”
Hiiiinmm. The running argu­
ment among Smith-watchers has 
been whether his lack o f  progress 
as a prt) has been due to his own 
shortcomings, or because the 49ers 
chose to limit his chances o f  Hing­
ing the ball. We might have re­
ceived a clue Sunday.
2. Would the 49ers have a w in-
mug record i f  (habtree had been 
with them the entire season?
Yes, it says here. (4)iigratula- 
tions to (Tabtree for showing up 
ready to play when he finally did 
sign his contract. But i f  the 49ers 
do miss the playoffs, some o f  the 
blame must still fall on his shoul­
ders for holding out so stubbornly 
and stupidly.
(Tabtree had four more catches 
Sunday. A couple o f  them were 
strong and sexy, worthy o f  his first- 
round selection.
It’s impossible not to notice 
how much more space he’s created 
for Davis and the other 49ers re­
ceivers since he showed up in late 
(X 'tober.
(Tabtree also dropped a pass 
in the end zone on what Smith 
later called his best throw o f  the 
day. Because o f  that rookie muff, 
O abtree merely had a good game 
instead o f  a great one.
But i f  this had been his I Ith 
game as a 49er instead o f  his sixth, 
he might not have dropped the 
pass.
3. H ow  much o f  the 49ers’ 
defensive struggles have actually 
been the fault o f  the team’s short- 
possession otTense?
The 49ers had superior posses­
sion time Sunday, which has been 
the case in all five o f  their victo­
ries. ( ’)nly a fool would not make 
the connection between that and 
the 49ers’ defensive performances 
in those games, as well.
Numbers dt)n’t tell you every­
thing. But at least in the statistical 
sense, this team’s success is far more 
dependent on how its defense per­
forms. In the 49ers’ five victories.
the defense has allowed an average 
ol seven ptiints per game. In their 
six defeats, they have allowed 29.6 
points per game.
One possible reason?
When the 49crs’ offense goes 
three-and-out, by the second half, 
the 49ers’ defense goes onto the 
field with less energy. Dre’ lily, 
making his first start for the team 
at cornerback Sunday, affirmed 
that theory while praising the 
49ers’ offense.
“ Any defense is helped by any 
offense that stays out there longer,” 
Bly said.“ When the defense comes 
o f f  and we sit there for 10 seconds, 
then have to get right back up ... 
that wasn’t the case today.”
4. I f  the 49ers tall short o f  mak­
ing the playoffs, w ill they look 
back with regret on their early re­
luctance to be less run-fixated o f­
fensively?
They should. O f  course, Shaun 
Hill was the starting quarterback 
in September under new offen­
sive coordinator jim m y Raye. But 
could the 49ers hav'e done in Sep­
tember what they did Sunday?
“ 1 don’t know that would prob­
ably be a better question for Shaun 
to answer,”  Smith said.“ But I think 
w e ’re fully capable o f  it. There ’s a 
learning curve with it. The first 
year together, doing things, there’s 
always going to be some type ot 
learning curve.”
Ihe next and most important 
questions are whether the curve 
continues, and whether the Alex 
Smith who shows up next week in 
Seattle was the same one we saw 
Sunday at (kmdlestick. Fascinating 
answer to come.
Quarterback
continuedfrom page 12
traveling to play Jackstinville and 
Buffalo for a combined record o f 
27-2S.
Pretty much everyone thought 
that i f  the Saints were going to 
lose, it would be on Monday night 
against the Patriots.
Not only did they win, they 
dominated New  England. The 
Saints made Tom Brady looked 
more like Jay ( Sutler than himself
Even Bill Belichick imploded 
again, going for another e.xtremely 
questionable fourth down late in 
the third quarter in a desperate at­
tempt to keep up with the Saints 
offense.
Indianapolis has won four 
straight games while trailing at 
some point in the fourth quarter. 
Teams continue to give Peyton 
Manning too much respect and he
makes them pay dearly.
file  t|uestion is, can a team like 
the Saints win consistently in the 
playoffs? They did make a run to 
the N F (] ('hainpionship (!ame a 
couple years ago, but can that de­
fense continue to play at a high 
level for three consecutive weeks.
We already know the C4)lts can.
Lost in all o f  this are theVikings, 
who seem to have either a future 
hall o f  famer, or at least a peren­
nial prt)-bowler at every position. 
Minnesota easily has the most tal­
ent in the NFL.They could poten­
tially be the most talented team in 
NFL history. But can heacf coach 
Brad Cdiildress actually coacli, the 
guy w as on the verge o f  being fired 
before Brett Favre came in. I le ’s 
always had the talent to make the 
Vikings a contender. He just hasn’t 
made the right choices. We’ ll find 
out what he can do in the playoffs 
this year, finally facing a Superbow l 
or bust mentalitv.
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Dennis the
menace
Scott Silvey
ON THE NATIONAL EOuTBALL LEAGUE
I ho cosmos can often times 
throw a person into a situation that 
tliey want no part of. Kemember 
that time you got roped into watch­
ing that “ C'are Pears” movie witli 
your ,5-year-old cousin after the 
babysitter cancelled?
After the movie you spent the 
next few hours arguing with the 
kid about whether Clood Luck liear 
was a better leader than Tenderheart 
Pear.
O K , so maybe that was just me. 
Put it turns out I’ve gtn nothing on 
1 )ennis 1 )ixon.
The third-string Steelers quarter­
back was thrust into the spotlight on 
Sunday night when Pen Koethlis- 
burger and Charlie Patch were both 
unable to play against the Ravens in 
Paltimore.
Dixon’s only N IT  completion 
was a 3-yarder to Hines Ward last 
year. The guy wasn’t even a tradi­
tional quarterback in college, as he 
ran the spread otiense and kept many 
plays alive via his feet and yet here 
he is starting in a nationally televised 
game against one o f  the world’s scar­
iest defenses.
The poor guy can’t catch a break. 
In 2(K)6, Dixon had Oregon within a 
couple o f  games o f  a national cham­
pionship appearance and had almost 
assuredly wrapped up the Heisman 
Trophy when he sutfered an ACL
tear and was sidelined for the sea­
son. The 1 )ucks would lose out and 
1 )ixon would never be considered 
among the great I\ic-I0 quarter­
backs o f  the era.
Somehow he played well enough 
Sunday to guide the Steelers into 
overtime where he eventually made 
the mistake people were waiting for, 
throwing an interception that leads 
to Paltimore’s winning score.
The fans jumped all over him, and 
he is already proclaimed to be a bust. 
It was sad to see the Steelers show 
no filth in him, constantly running 
on first and second down while al­
lowing the Ravens to gear up for a 
.^rd-and-7 situation that could only 
mean a pass.
And sometimes even in those sit­
uations, the Steelers would run.
I f  you’re going to send him out 
there, don’t send him out there with 
an unloaded weapon.
Put chances are. Pig Pen will 
be b.ick next week, especially after 
Ward called him out in a pregame 
interview, so Steelers fans can file 
this memory aw.iy like many other 
fans have had to do with third-string 
quarterbacks who somehow' starts a 
game.
Vin-sanity
How many fourth downs in a 
fourth quarter two-minute drill can 
one quarterback convert in a single 
game?
Three if  you’re Vince Young.
The self-proclaimed future hall o f  
faiiier cerumly looked like one w hen 
it mattered on Sunday.Young looked 
more like Joe Montana as he drove 
the Titans W  yards in two minutes 
for the game-winning touchdown 
pass as the clock expired.
Young was ‘)-o f-16 passing for ‘>4 
yards on the final drive alone, ( 'om - 
pare that to I )erek Anderson’s entire 
game-winning line against Putfalo 
earlier this year —  2 o f  17 for 23
M CCLATCHY-TRIBl'NE
After the Steeler’s first- and second-string quarterbacks did not play due to injuries, third-string quarter­
back Dennis Dixon got the start against division rival Baltimore Ravens. In his opportunity to shine, the 
former Heisman Trophy candidate passed for 145 yards and a score.
yards.
Some backup quarterbacks don’t 
even get U> pass attempts in a career, 
let alone on one drive.
The whole Young versus Leinart 
thing was completely played out in 
the media, but how ironic was it that 
this time Young won the game with 
his arm, rather than his legs.The mat­
uration ptxx ess is almost complete.
The Perfect Storm
With five games to go in the reg­
ular season, the New  Orleans Saints 
and Indianapolis (xilts are closing in 
on twin 16-0 seasons.
In a league that pn>claims to be all 
.ibout parity, the NFL is on its way to 
having two perfect teams to go along 
with a 15-1 team in Minnesota.
The Saints close out the season
with road games against Washington, 
Atlanta (who may be without Matt 
Ryan) and Ckirolina and with home 
games against 1 )allas and Tampa Pay.
Those teams have a combined re­
cord o f 22-33.
Meanwhile Indianapolis has a 
slightly tougher road. The Colts host 
Tennessee, Denver and the jets while
see Quarterback, page 11
Niners, Smith raise more questions in victory
Mark Purdy
SAN JOSE MEK» URY NEW S • •
S A N  F R A N C IS C O  —  A po l­
ogies to Alex Smith. Really. Sin­
cerely.
Last week in Cîreen Pay, the 
49ers quarterback was awful in the 
first half, threw a crucial intercep­
tion in the second half and raised 
serious doubts about whether he 
could ever be an effective N FL 
starting quarterback.
Never mind.
Sunday afternoon at Candle­
stick Park, Smith reversed the
5 6 2 7 8 4 9 3 1
1 “■e 4 9 2 3 7 6 5
9 7 3 1 5 6 2 4 8
2 4 6 8 7 9 1 5 3
8 9 6 1 5 4 2 7
7  ^1 5 4 3 2 6 8 9
3 5 1 2 6 7 8 9 4
6 9 8 3 4 1 5 7 2
4 2 7 5 9 8 3 1 6
equation.
He reversed it so severely, some 
o f  us suffered w'hiplash. Smith had 
his best game as an N FL starter in 
a 20-3 victory over Jacksonville. 
He had zero interceptions, two 
touchdown passes and a sweet 96.8 
passer rating.
What happened?
“ I just feel better about see­
ing what I see out there,”  Smith 
said afterward. “ Understanding it, 
trusting it and pulling the trigger.”
Trigger-happy Alex? M y good­
ness. There’s a phrase that none o f  
us ever expected to use in a col­
umn about Smith.
However, as has been the case 
throughout this unusual season, 
the 49ers raise more far ques­
tions when they win than when 
they lose. And these were Sunday’s 
head-scratchers:
1. Has it really been the system 
holding back Smith all along, not 
his own play?
The performance against the 
Jaguars makes you wonder. After 
the Green Bay loss. Smith and two 
o f  his receivers, tight end Vernon
see Smith, page 11
MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE
Quarterback Alex Smith has thrown for 1,267 yards and 11 touchdowns in the six games he started this 
season. Against Jacksonville last Sunday, he passed for 232 yards and two touchdowns in arguably his best 
performance o f his career, fueling a 20-3 win t^ainst a team which had won three straight gimes.
